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We often enter into discussions about an "accidental" trip by defender running directly behind an attacker (who is rapidly approaching the the defender's goal). 

Ask yourself a question as you observe this all too often seen scenario: "How does this defender hope to get to the ball, given certain immutable laws of physics in this dimension?" 

I suggest to you that any time you observe such a scenario, be on the lookout for 

1) heel clips (a major irritation and not rarely a cause of fisticuffs, 

2) debilitating kicks to the Achilles tendon, 

3) a clever insertion of a foot betwixt the white team's attacker legs catching one of the attacker's feet, causing at minimum stumbling and commonly a pile of flaming ruin where said attacker had a collision with the swiftly raising ground, or 

4) an illegal charge if the attacker slows up for one reason or another. (There may be other potential results) 

There is no way in these cases that the red defender can claim to be playing the ball ... which is constantly out of reach save from a perfectly executed slide tackle should the opportunity arise. In short, any defender following directly behind an attacker when both of them are at full speed is either very inexperienced or, in my never so humble opinion, is doing so with evil aforethought. 

In either case, should the attacker be fouled the offense is at the very least careless, is commonly reckless, and may well be worthy of an early shower. In order to detect such fouls, the referee needs to be concentrating and constantly within a reasonable distance from play action. Should such a foul occur and the referee see fit to give advantage, do not pass the next restart without at the very least having a pointed discussion with the evil one (even the "innocently" evil one). Letting them see colors is highly recommended. 

Players are very funny; they assume the referee will not protect them when no words or cards are evident after such a foul. They tend to dispense vigilante justice in such cases. 

Think about it.


